


annual fund
The Annual Fund 
supplements tuition 
and supports 
current operating 
expenses. Each fall, 
current parents, 
faculty and staff, the 
Board of  Trustees, 
alumni families, 
grandparents, and  

friends are asked to participate. We have a proud 
tradition of  100% participation from current  
parents almost every year of the past decade.  
Board members, faculty and staff share in this 
tradition of 100% participation. 

Every gift is greatly appreciated, and no gift is  
too large or too small!

auction
The Auction is held every 
year, and allows the adult 
members of the OWS and 
Vista community to enjoy 
each others’ company in a 
fun, festive atmosphere, 
while raising funds for 
the school’s operating 

budget. Parents and friends gather, have dinner, 
and bid on items which include exquisite student 
art projects, outings with teachers, vacations, 
and much more. The Auction is led by parent 
volunteers and depends upon the support of the 
entire school community. Items up for bid are 
provided by each family as part of their enrollment 
contract requirement, or donated by our faculty 
and staff, and other friends of the school.

capital campaign
Open Window School depends on funds raised from 
Capital Campaigns to �nance long term strategic 
goals of the school.  Thanks to the generous 
donations of Open Window School families and 
friends, we previously raised nearly $5 million to 
help construct our current campus. Completion of the 
campus is one of the major initiatives in the Strategic 
Plan for 2008-2012. The plans include developing 
the existing �eld to bene�t all students for play, 
discovery, instruction and athletics. Plans also 
include facility expansion:  enclosing the south end 
of Heckerman Hall to provide more child friendly and 
useful spaces, and providing additional classrooms 
to support the needs of our middle school program.  
Increased technological capabilities in the new 
classrooms and a middle school multimedia lab 
are also part of the campaign. Our Financial Aid 
Endowment will receive 5% of each gift.

introduction to giving at ows
Fundraising plays a critical role in ful�lling the 
mission and vision of the K-8 Open Window 
School each year. By design, tuition does not 
fully fund the school’s operating budget. As 
is typical of all independent schools, OWS 
depends upon the continued tax-deductible 
contributions of families and friends to cover 
annual operating expenses. Additionally, Capital 
Campaigns are conducted approximately every 
�ve years to fund major projects, such as the 
building of our campus. Tuition and fees at 
OWS cover approximately 90% of the operating 
budget. Our ability to provide our students with 
differentiated instruction delivered by dedicated 
and experienced teachers depends upon your 
tax-deductible contributions to the Annual Fund 
as well as proceeds from the Auction each year.


